Résumeé Writing
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You have agreed to take part in a research study about how people apply for
jobs. You will have a short online interview with a researcher. The researcher will
ask you some questions.
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When you write a résumé, what do you spend the most time
on?
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MODEL ANSWER

Cutting things, honestly. | The first draft is always about twice as long as it
should be, and everything in it felt essential when | wrote it. So most of the
work is deciding what to lose. | | have a rule now — if | can't say why a
line would make somebody want to meet me, it goes. That took out a whole
section about software I'd used twice. | The other thing that eats time is
the wording of each bullet. "Responsible for" tells you nothing, so I try to
say what actually changed because | was there. That is much harder than
listing duties, and it is the only part anyone reads closely. Everything above
it just gets scanned.
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+ H%¥ - KEY EXPRESSIONS

most of the work is deciding what to lose ZoiEES BoS H
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— With a talk, most of the work is deciding what to lose.
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— If | can't say why a meeting needs me, it goes.
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— "Results-driven"” tells you nothing.
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— Say what actually changed because you were there.

H9 E - FRAME TO REUSE

[ The surprising answer], honestly. [Wy the obvious part is easy.]

So nost of the work is [the real task].

| have a rule now —if | can't [the test], it goes. [One thing it renpved.]
The other thing that eats tinme is [the second task].

[ The weak version] tells you nothing, so | try to [the strong version].
That is nmuch harder, and it is the only part anyone reads closely.

0{2] - VOCABULARY
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& - COMMON MISTAKE

0 |spend the most time on my education and work experience g=Leg
sections.

0 Cutting things, honestly. The first draft is always about twice as long2<l2l & + 07
as it should be, and everything in it felt essential when | wrote it.
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Would you rather have a one-page résumé or a detailed
two-page one?
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MODEL ANSWER

One page, and | think two pages is usually a decision nobody made. | It
happens because cutting is uncomfortable, not because the second page
earns its place. | Whoever reads it is giving you somewhere between ten
and thirty seconds, and a second page mostly guarantees the weakest
material is on it. There is a real exception — if you've genuinely done fifteen
years of relevant work, one page starts hiding things that matter. But for
anyone under about thirty, a second page is almost always the same story
told twice. || I'd rather leave a reader wanting one more detail than have
them stop halfway down page two, which is the more common outcome by

far. And nobody's ever complained that a resume was too short.
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— The meeting length is a decision nobody made.
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— Every slide has to earn its place.

There is areal exception 22 o2& U&LIct
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— There is a real exception — if the team is remote.
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— The appendix was the same story told twice.

H9 E - FRAME TO REUSE

[Option Al, and | think [option B] is usually [the diagnosis].

It happens because [the real cause], not because [the stated reason].
[ The constraint the reader actually operates under].

There is a real exception —if [the case where B wi ns], [why].

But for [the ngjority], [B] is alnost always [the failure].

I"d rather [A's risk] than [B' s risk], which is nore cormon by far.

0{2] - VOCABULARY
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st® - COMMON MISTAKE

0 One page is better because it is short and easy to read. ZHILEEA

O Two pages is usually a decision hobody made. It happens because #¢! ZI&t
cutting is uncomfortable, not because the second page earns its
place.
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Tell me about a time you applied for something and didn't
get it.
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MODEL ANSWER
| applied for a summer research position | badly wanted, and | didn't even
get an interview. | What stung was that I'd been told informally | was a
strong candidate. Afterwards | asked the coordinator what happened, which
felt awkward but turned out to be the useful part. || She said my application
read like someone who wanted the experience rather than someone
interested in that specific work — I'd written about what | would gain, and
never about the project itself. That was completely true and | hadn't seen it.
| The next application | wrote started with a question | actually had about
their research. | got that one, though I've never been sure how much was

the rewrite and how much was luck.
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Al 3 - KEY EXPRESSIONS

What stung was ofmtH A Ct
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— What stung was that nobody told me.

felt awkward but turned out to be the useful part {AMMX|Zt 2ot oz OA It
T20| /ct
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— Asking for the feedback felt awkward but turned out to be the useful part.

read like someone who rather than someone who ___StALtol ofL|2}
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— It read like someone hedging rather than someone deciding.

I've never been sure how much was and how much was luck __ HEQIX|
R0|¥E=X= 7 220t
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— I've never been sure how much was preparation and how much was luck.

H9 & - FRAME TO REUSE

| applied for [the thing] and [the outcone, stated plainly].

What stung was [the specific detail that nade it worse].

Afterwards | [what you did], which felt [unconfortable] but turned out to be
the useful part. [What you were told, in their words.]

That was conpletely true and I hadn't seen it.

The next time |I [the change]. [The result, with an honest qualification.]

02| - VOCABULARY

sting OFZZA| Stct HE stung. AHEHO| A= OFF S SERfLICh
informally HZAMo= ZA =Xt oM. « officially
coordinator SR D21 ES elcts AFLICE
rewrite P Eo A HAIZE &LILCE the rewrite worked
gt™ - COMMON MISTAKE
O | applied for a job but | was rejected. It was disappointing but | w0l atE
learned a lot.
0 She said my application read like someone who wanted the T ZE

experience rather than someone interested in that specific work.
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Do you think résumés are still a useful way to judge

someone?
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MODEL ANSWER
Useful for a first filter, useless for the actual decision | — and most of the

complaints come from expecting the second thing from a tool built for the
first. A résumé can tell you whether someone has plausibly done the work
before. That is a genuine question and it answers it cheaply, which matters
when there are four hundred applicants. | What it cannot tell you is
whether someone is any good, because the format rewards people who
write well about themselves, and that is a different skill from the job in
almost every case. | So I'd keep them and stop pretending. Use the
résumé to decide who to talk to, and decide everything else by talking to

them.
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useful for , useless for ___Oleg8stn ___o=£2gict
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— Useful for a first draft, useless for a final one.

expecting the second thing from a tool built for the first 1xt& =70 & Hx et
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— Most of the anger is expecting a search box to be an answer.

answers it cheaply WA Estct
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— A survey answers it cheaply, if roughly.
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— Keep the meeting and stop pretending it is a discussion.

B9 E - FRAME TO REUSE

Useful for [purpose A]l, useless for [purpose B] —and npbst of the conplaints
cone from expecting B froma tool built for A

[X] can tell you [what it genuinely answers]. [Wwy that matters, with a nunber.]
What it cannot tell you is [the real question], because [the mechanisni.

So I'd keep [X] and stop pretending.

Use it to [its real job], and decide everything el se by [the alternative].

0{2] - VOCABULARY

filter ME E=HA| W2 X YXE Zell= BHAS SELICL
plausibly O A USR] = X ASEIT

reward REloH =gttt ME7HEE RAAH ojFE F= A.
pretend ~Ql MsCt stop pretending — 7|CHE TCt

std - COMMON MISTAKE

O No, | disagree. Résumés cannot show a person's real ability or Al &
personality.

0 Useful for a first filter, useless for the actual decision — and most of E=22 Lt=
the complaints come from expecting the second thing from a tool
built for the first.
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